Ethiopiawinnet: Council for the Defense of Citizen Rights

Strategy and Goals

1. The long-term goals of Ethiopiawinnet are, inter alia, to:

a) Help build Ethiopian civil society institutions in order to enhance their role
and effectiveness in national affairs, including in the struggle to reassert our
tradition of respect for the rule of law, enshrine equality before the law, and
establish an enduring democratic order by thoroughly democratic means.

b) Promote the shared values of Ethiopiawinnet and national unity that bind all
Ethiopians as free citizens regardless of religion, region, ethnicity, gender, age,
or class.

c) Spearhead and coordinate sustained global campaigns to stop widespread
abuses of human, civic and political rights in Ethiopia, including the release of
political prisoners and full respect for the rights of all Ethiopians to live and
work in any locality of their choice in peace and freedom.

d) Educate ordinary Ethiopians about the rights and responsibilities of free
citizenship through meaningful and effective civic engagement.

e) Solicit diplomatic, financial and political support for this common cause from
the international community through well-coordinated, strategic, and
effective worldwide advocacy initiatives.

f) Expand and strengthen the human and financial capacity of civic
organizations in Ethiopia and in the Diaspora to ensure that a culture of
transparency and accountability is institutionalized among civil society
organizations (CSOs), political parties, and the government.

2. We intend to pursue a two-pronged strategy to achieve our long-term goals. In the
first stage, we wish to establish a united, global rights-based civic movement. In the
second stage, we wish to be a part of major initiatives and action programs involving
like-minded international and pan-Ethiopian civic and political organizations with a
common cause of advancing universally recognized citizen rights in Ethiopia.

3. Finally, we plan to publish action programs for each fiscal year in our website:
www.ethiopiawin.net.
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